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So the amendment was rejected.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

Mr. LATHAM. Mr. Chairman, I move
that the Committee do now rise.

The motion was agreed to.

Accordingly, the Committee rose;
and the Speaker pro tempore (Mr.
WOODALL) having assumed the chair,
Mr. BASs of New Hampshire, Acting
Chair of the Committee of the Whole
House on the state of the Union, re-
ported that that Committee, having
had under consideration the bill (H.R.
5972) making appropriations for the De-
partments of Transportation, and
Housing and Urban Development, and
related agencies for the fiscal year end-
ing September 30, 2013, and for other
purposes, had come to no resolution
thereon.

————

RECESS
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess subject to
the call of the Chair.
Accordingly (at 5 o’clock and 24 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess.

———
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AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. WEST) at 8 o’clock and 15
minutes p.m.

————
REPORT ON RESOLUTION RELAT-
ING TO CONSIDERATION OF

HOUSE REPORT 112-546 AND AC-
COMPANYING RESOLUTION, AND
PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION
OF HOUSE RESOLUTION 706, AU-
THORIZING COMMITTEE ON
OVERSIGHT AND GOVERNMENT
REFORM TO INITIATE OR INTER-
VENE IN JUDICIAL PROCEEDINGS
TO ENFORCE CERTAIN SUB-
POENAS

Mr. NUGENT, from the Committee
on Rules, submitted a privileged report
(Rept. No. 112-553) on the resolution (H.
Res. 708) relating to the consideration
of House Report 112-546 and an accom-
panying resolution, and providing for
consideration of the resolution (H. Res.
706) authorizing the Committee on
Oversight and Government Reform to
initiate or intervene in judicial pro-
ceedings to enforce certain subpoenas,
which was referred to the House Cal-
endar and ordered to be printed.

TRANSPORTATION, HOUSING AND
URBAN DEVELOPMENT, AND RE-
LATED AGENCIES APPROPRIA-
TIONS ACT, 2013
The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.

NUGENT). Pursuant to House Resolu-

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

tion 697 and rule XVIII, the Chair de-
clares the House in the Committee of
the Whole House on the state of the
Union for the further consideration of
the bill, H.R. 5972.

Will the gentleman from Florida (Mr.
WEST) kindly take the chair.
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IN THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE
Accordingly, the House resolved

itself into the Committee of the Whole
House on the state of the Union for the
further consideration of the bill (H.R.
5972) making appropriations for the De-
partments of Transportation, and
Housing and Urban Development, and
related agencies for the fiscal year end-
ing September 30, 2013, and for other
purposes, with Mr. WEST (Acting Chair)
in the chair.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The Acting CHAIR. When the Com-
mittee of the Whole rose earlier today,
amendment No. 11 printed in the CON-
GRESSIONAL RECORD offered by the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. MCcCLIN-
TOCK) had been disposed of and the bill
had been read through page 150, line 9.

AMENDMENT OFFERED BY MRS. BLACKBURN

Mrs. BLACKBURN. Mr. Chairman, I
have an amendment at the desk.

The Acting CHAIR. The Clerk will re-
port the amendment.

The Clerk read as follows:

At the end of the bill (before the short
title), insert the following:

SEC. . Each amount made available by
this Act (other than an amount required to
be made available by a provision of law) is
hereby reduced by 1 percent.

The Acting CHAIR. The gentlewoman
from Tennessee is recognized for 5 min-
utes.

Mrs. BLACKBURN. I want to begin
by thanking the committee for its ex-
traordinarily hard work in identifying
ways to cut spending.

All of us hear from our constituents.
They want us to reduce what the Fed-
eral Government spends, to be wise and
proper stewards of the Federal tax-
payer dollar. All too often, they look
at Washington and they see a monu-
ment to waste of the American tax-
payer dollar.

Mr. Chairman, for the legislation
that is in front of us, the fiscal year
2013 proposed funding level is $51.6 bil-
lion, which is $1.9 billion below the
President’s request. I think it is admi-
rable that we have saved nearly $2 bil-
lion below the President’s request.
However, we know that there is much
more work that can be done, that
should be done, that must be done.
Therefore, my 1 percent across-the-
board spending reduction amendment
will save taxpayers an additional $516
million.
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That is $616 million that our children
and our grandchildren will not have to
pay back with interest.

I'm fully aware of the strong opposi-
tion that many appropriators have for
these across-the-board spending cuts.

H4135

When I've offered these cuts, I have
been told that ‘‘the cuts of this mag-
nitude, quite honestly, go too deep.”
I've also heard that these 1 percent
spending reductions would be ‘‘very
damaging to our national security and
to things that are important to life and
property.”’

However, the taxpayers are demand-
ing that the bureaucracy do what they
are doing and save a penny on a dollar.
Our Governors are quite active in this
arena. Of course, we have heard from
former Governor Mitt Romney, Gov-
ernor Chris Christie, Governor Rick
Perry, Governor Mitch Daniels, Gov-
ernor Brian Schweitzer, Governor Chris
Gregoire, just to name a few of our
State executives. In the chairman’s
home State of Iowa, former Demo-
cratic Governor Chet Culver issued a 10
percent across-the-board spending re-
duction.

These across-the-board spending cuts
are used around our country in a bipar-
tisan fashion, and the reason they are
is because they work. They work. This
is how you get results, by actually cut-
ting into the baseline and reducing the
outlays of government. They are effec-
tive because they cut spending within
each agency and force each agency to
do a review and find the waste and find
ways to preserve those precious dollars
that are coming from the taxpayers.

Admiral Mullen made the statement
that ‘‘the greatest risk to our Nation’s
security is our Nation’s debt.” Mr.
Chairman, we all know that. The
American people know this. They have
grown ill and fatigued with what they
see as waste of their money here in
Washington because this government
never satisfies its appetite for the tax-
payers’ dollar. Because of that, because
they think they can go to the well and
ask for more, because they think they
can go to the presses and print those
dollars, they don’t do the hard work of
prioritizing. That is what we’re to do
here in this House.

In that spirit of forcing the actions of
prioritizing, forcing the actions of the
bureaucracy, having to save one penny
on a dollar so that our children and
grandchildren are not paying that back
with interest, that is the reason that I
bring these amendments. It’s impor-
tant because right now we’re borrowing
40 cents of every dollar that we spend.
We cannot afford this. It is incumbent
upon us to make certain that we do the
hard work, that we cut a little more,
that we make the demands on the bu-
reaucracy that our constituents are
making on their businesses and on
their family budgets. It is time for us
to save just a penny on a dollar, make
the cut, do it for our children and fu-
ture generations.

With that, I yield back the balance of
my time.

Mr. OLVER. Mr. Chairman, I rise in
opposition to the amendment.

The Acting CHAIR. The gentleman
from Massachusetts is recognized for 5
minutes.

Mr. OLVER. Mr. Chairman, I strong-
ly oppose this amendment.
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